
Future Meetings at 7.00 p.m.  The Salvation Army Hall, Oakengates. 

15th January, April 9th (AGM). 2013 

Next Annual Dinner Friday May 17th. 2013 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

All information and advice in this newsletter is given in good 

faith. Wrekin Landlords Association and The Borough of 

Telford & Wrekin, accept no liability for actions or damages 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS   
Housing Benefits (Landlords) 01952 383858 

Benefits & Council Tax        01952 383838  

Environmental Health           01952 381818 

Domestic violence  helpline  0800 783 1359  

Environmental Maintenance 01952 384384 (refuse, pest control, abandoned vehicles etc) 

Environmental Maintenance 01952 384000 (Roads, signs, lighting, footpaths etc) 

For Electricity  suppliers       0845 603 0618  

For Gas suppliers                   0870 608 1524   

Planning Enquiries                01952 380380 

Private Landlords/Tenants     01952 381877  Kathy Hawley  01952 381874 

Police 0300 333 3000           or (Emergency ) 999 

Crimestoppers                       0800 555111 

Transco                                 0800111999 (if you smell Gas) 

Princess Royal Hospital        01952 641222 or (Shropdoc in Emergencies) 08450 202131 

Please advise us of any other important numbers you would like listed above. 
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Representatives of The Wrekin Landlords Association can be contacted on : 

01952 727322 The Chairman, Mr. Bernie Lewis 

01952 412916 The Treasurer, Mr. Paul Spiers 

 or  write to WREKIN LANDLORDS ASSOCIATION,  

The Cornerhouse, 57, Madelely High Street, TF7 5AT 

    By Richard Green (page 4) My life in Property 

7 p.m. Tuesday January 15th 

The Salvation Army Hall, 

Oakengates. 

Traditionally the time to meet 

with other members and share 

your views. 

This time we have a sponsor who 

will also offer you an opportunity 

on the night too? 

See Dimensions (Page 8).  

IN THIS ISSUE... 

BENEFITS OFFICE MOVE   

REGENERATION CONCERNS 

Annual Dinner. 

Membership Renewal now due. 

The Official Newsletter of the Wrekin Landlords Association 
Property MattersProperty Matters  

Winter 2012/13 

The January OPEN MEETING 



Chairman's letter. 
Dear Members 

Well how time flies here we are at the start 

of another Year and it seems to have gone 

nowhere. However, we have done a lot in 

the past twelve months and things have 

moved up a gear. In October we held our 

first ever Conference which was a great 

success and was packed out on the night. 

We have done our bit for a couple of 

charities and had a number of new 

members join us.  

With the new year comes renewal of 

membership and we are pleased to be able 

to accept membership fees direct into the 

Association bank account, which, I know , 

will make it easier for many of you. Those 

of you who wish to pay by cheque may still 

do so but  remember send it to the NEW  

address or directly to me. See page 9. 

Of course it wont be that long until the 

10th Annual Dinner (on May 17th) which 

promises to be a really great event this 

year. We would respectfully ask that 

reserve your places early this time to avoid 

the traditional last minute rush which 

causes a lot of extra work and re-

organisation, we look forward to seeing 

you there. 

Also if you could make it along to the  

meeting on January 15th we would love to 

have your input and opinion, your news 

and views and get to know other landlords 

who share your interests  and concerns.  

See you there. 

Regards                                Bernie Lewis.  
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 Jag of all trades  
COMPLETE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICE.  

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, PLUMBING, TILING, 

ROOFING,CARPENTRY, PAINTING, DECORATING, 

WINDOWS AND PLASTERING ETC. 

Telephone: 07970 062970 

Landline : 01948 841949 

2  For Newsletter info 01952 727322 or bpm.lewis @ btinternet.com 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
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ACCOUNTANTS 

Bates & Co                                01743 462604 

BUILDING 

Steve Holford                            01952 582053  

Rob               01952 612995 or 07812 346559 

TN Builders                              07870 119563 

CARPET SUPPLY & FITTING 

AST (Dawley)   01952 630143 

Mark Atwell fitting                  07807 646612 

CARPET CLEANING 

Shropshire Carpet cleaners       01952 884171 

Butlers Dry clean carpets          0800 7312368 

CLEANING 

Vortex Cleaning                     01952 505519 

Steam Vac & Go                         0845 257618 

CONDENSATION 

Enviro Vent                             0845 2727807 

DECORATING 

Williams Friendly Services      01952 244197 

DTS decorators                          07875 65363 

DOUBLE GLAZING 

Safeway     01952 7508080 or 07713152932 

ELECTRICIANS 

Simon Bird  01952 401018 or  07831 431005 

PB Electrics  01952 882099 or  07810717652 

ENERGY PERFORMANCE CERTS. 

Tim Gough                               07778 758568  

Phil Bowen                              077437 65504 

Hugh Sopwith                         01952 433944  

FENCING  

Ben Moore,  07779 676 489 or 07817 273 932   

FIRE SAFETY 

Paul Passant 01746 764871 or 07786 117126 

GAS SERVICE 

Gastec, Dave Emberton           01952 257989  

M.C. Services.                          01952 248250 

Kieth Salter  077647 87501    01952 400169 

 

 INSURANCE 

Alan Boswell Brokers               01603 216399 

ITALIAN PROPERTY 

Annice & David Dixon                 01952 850441  

KITCHEN FITTERS 

Colin               01952 7508080 or 07713152932 

Kitchen facelift Co.(Martin) 01694 22414 

LAWN CARE 

Mal          07948 429374               01948 841458 

MAINTENANCE 

Jag of all trades (mobile)              07970 062970  

Bailey’s 01952 501863 or             07731824464 

E-J Property Services.                  0783785 5173 

MORTGAGES 

Lloyds TSB   07740 699239 and  07921 548542 

PEST CONTROL 

Mr Wasp 07908 205881 or          0800 028 3050 

PLASTERING 

GS Plastering.07967496222     01952 503907 

PLUMBERS  

Brian Tarr (reliable)                      07971 279249 

PLUMBING SUPPLIES 

M.R Bathrooms & Fires               01952 582007 

SEWAGE & DRAINS 

AA DRAINS   01952 511900 or  07971 558665 

or  freefone                                   0800 1954788 

SPANISH PROPERTY 

Barry & Linda                               01952 677174 

STORAGE 

Bailey’s 01952 501863 or             07731824464 

SOLAR POWER 

Morris Mellet       01952 610775 

TIMBER DECKING 

Chetton Timber 01746 789340 or 07971 256792 

TURKISH PROPERTY 

Ruth & Stephen                            01952 677436 

WINDOW CLEANING 

Nathan Selby                                07576157730 

If you have any recommended tradesmen please let us know. 
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                           TURKEY 
Euro exchange rate tough on your pocket? Try Turkey! 

Need a quiet break away from it all? Then try our new 3 bedroomed ground floor, easy 
access, air conditioned apartment, just 40 minutes from Bodrum, Turkey. Situated on the 
outskirts of an unspoilt fishing village, only 100 metres from the beautiful turquoise Aegean 
Sea. With wonderful sunsets over the bay, it is ideal for families or friends just wanting to 
get away for a relaxing break. 

With two bathrooms, three double beds and a sofa bed, it can sleep 6-8 comfortably. The 
well equipped kitchen and lounge complete the package for culture fans or Sun lovers. 

A first class Golf Club Vita Park is just 15 minutes away. 

FLIGHTS: Birmingham, Manchester, East Midlands to Bodrum Airport 20 minutes away. 

Prices from £200 per week. Now booking Spring,  Summer and Autumn 2013 breaks NOW!  

This apartment is owned by WLA members Ruth & Stephen Evans. Why not contact 
them on: 01952 677436 or mobile 07973446474 or E mail on struth8@hotmail.co.uk 

Or see them at a meeting 

HOLIDAY APARTMENT, LOS ALCAZARES, COSTA CALIDA, SPAIN 

2 Bedroom apartment on small complex with communal swimming pool. Walking 

distance to shops, restaurants and beach. Cheap flights to Murcia airport (10 mins 

from apartment) flying from Birmingham & East Midlands, Ryanair, BMI Baby, 

Jet2, Airport pickup available. For more info, pictures, and  availability go to 

www.holiday-rentals.co.uk  Ref: number 712535 

or contact (WLA members) Barry & Linda Smith 01952 677174 or 07768 

857785  e-mail barry.linda@blueyonder.co.uk Prices from £195 per week. 

And FINALLY: What if the Hokey Cokey really is what it’s all about? 

Italy…. it takes your breath away…. 
The view over Lake Maggiore and the Alpine Mountains from our new 3 -bedroom luxury 

apartment. Everyone asks about the spa pool with Jacuzzi & huge parasol -  yes, itôs 
private. The wood -decked terrace has sun loungers and is furnished for dining al - fresco. 
Facing south and west down the lake, youôll never believe the sunsets. Perfect for year-
round holidays, the apartment has a fabulous modern kitchen and wi - fi internet access.  

ñYou spend two days just looking at the viewò wrote one visitor. Itôs about 1 hour north 

of Milan, handy for Leonardoôs Last Supperé. and low-cost flights from Birmingham. Now 

booking winter, spring, summer 2013 Click on link on www.Wrekinlandlords.com  classified ads.  

Or please go to our website http://www.ownersdirect.co.uk/italy/it4299.htm for offers.  

Member of WLA will enjoy a 5% discount on top of other offers. If you are free to go at 
any time, then take advantage of an extra 5% discount for gap weeks.  

 Annice & David Dixon tel: 01952 850441 or e -mail to david@skippy.biz  

WLA DISCOUNTED INSURANCE SHEME 

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT AND YOUR INCOME..  

As one of the largest residential insurance brokers to landlords and landlord 

associations in the UK ALAN BOSWELL understands your needs. 

� Very competitive premium rates for buildings and contents cover. Discounts for WLA  members 

� Occupation by students and housing benefit tenants 

� Cover for multiple occupancy and bedsit properties 

� Loss of rent following damage to your property 

� Cost of re-housing tenants following damage to your property 

� Liability cover of up to £5m 

� Employers’ liability cover of up to £10m for cleaners/gardeners/caretakers, etc. 

� Cover for unoccupied properties between lets 

� An option to add legal expenses cover at £15 per property (£40 if rent guarantee cover included) 

� An option to add home emergency cover at £69.30 per property 

We also offer generous discounts for larger portfolios 15 properties and over. 

For a quotation call 01603 216399: www.alanboswell.com/landlords 
Alan Boswell Group, Harbour House, 126 Thorpe Road, Norwich, NR1 1UL 

email landlords@alanboswell.com 

Woodside Regeneration  
I know many of our members have 

properties and have or will soon have 

work done as a result of the regeneration 

scheme. I would be interested to hear of 

your experiences as a result of these 

works. As the process has reached about 

half-way now I would think it has given 

time for the cracks to begin to show. In 

one of my properties we have suffered 

very badly due to the works. Firstly we 

had terrible floods due to the contractors 

resurfacing and re-routing drains, 

flooding a Garage ruining the contents, 

including materials for the house, plaster 

board, kitchen units etc. Then the new 

garage door that they fitted failed in a few 

months, which resulted in the loss of a 

tenant. Now a new tenant has moved in 

and due to her inability to open the 

garage door she has now had her car 

scratched and is threatening to leave also.  

This is a far cry from the promises made 

at the early consultation meetings with 

regard to this regeneration. Much has 

been spent  on  traffic calming measures,  

ornamental brickwork and marble blocks, 

much of which seems counterproductive, 

causing many a scrape along residents 

c a r s .  Wh e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  wh o ’ s 

responsible for these improvements, it 

appears that none of the work carries a 

guarantee and no one is prepared to 

accept liability. If you have had work 

done let us know of your experiences and 

if you are in the next phase of proposed 

work, try to get some assurances before 

the work is carried out as it may cost  you. 

3 Or click the link on your website www.wrekinlandlords.com 

http://www.holiday-rentals.co.uk/
mailto:barry.linda@blueyonder.co.uk


My Life in Property:     By Richard Green   

Property has long been something  that has interested me as I have several 

friends who have rental properties. The idea of doing the same appealed to me, 

although I was always worried about sinking my savings into something I knew  

nothing about, besides I had a good job with a company car and I was settled (in 

hindsight I was probably in a comfort zone and possibly a little lazy). Out of the 

blue a ‘too good to miss’ job opportunity came along. So I left a company where 

I had got on well for 14 years. As the saying goes ‘the grass is always greener’,  

after 9 months it all came to an abrupt end and I was out of work. Jobs were 

hard to find and at 54 it seemed I was over the hill. 

Fortunately a friend offered me a basic drivers job, so I had an income but it was 

obvious, the sums didn’t add up and I’d need something else sooner rather than 

later. It was probably the kick up the backside I had been needing for some time. 

I reviewed my options and my mind came back to property again, so I rang my 

friend Derek Fowler (WLA member) and we had a chat. He suggested I speak to 

Pat and Bernie and join the WLA and attend a couple of meetings. So I did as 

advised and chatted to other members who were all very friendly and helpful and 

soon I had the bug and started looking for a property. 

I tried to follow a model that I knew worked and started looking for a lower 

priced property on Woodside with the intention of renting out to DSS tenants but 

unfortunately after looking at a few houses I became disillusioned as the places I 

had seen were more untidy than your average builders skip! Not being a builder, 

or particularly competent at DIY, I was a little put off by what I saw and decided 

I would be better paying slightly more for my first house and find one that only 

needed a minimum of work doing. I eventually found one that had been well 

cared for, for 30 years, but finally the old lady was having to go into a home so I 

made an offer and bought it. The deposit came from my savings but getting a 

mortgage was not as easy as I’d hoped. Eventually I found that only one lender, 

The Mortgage Works were prepared to lend me the money.  

Mortgage sorted and keys in my hand Paula, my girlfriend, and I decorated  

throughout, laid a couple of new carpets, had the bathroom retiled and had a  

new boiler fitted so I could get a gas safety certificate. 

At the Annual WLA Dinner I was chatting to a member who suggested they 

always used a letting agent to find tenants. As I knew little about this,  I decided 

to follow their advice and used the same letting agent. They did the hard work,  

marketing the property, showing people around and when they had a tenant they 

4 
Thank you for sharing your  story Richard. If anyone else has a story that they feel they would 

like to share with our members please ring  Bernie on 01952 727322 17 

                            Chancellors Autumn Statement 

 

Chancellor George Osborne announced in December that from 2014 the 

uprating of Local Housing Allowance (LHA) payments will be capped at 1 

per cent, but 30 per cent of the savings made will go towards exempting 

areas with the highest housing costs. But the chancellor said limiting benefit in-

creases to a below inflation 1% (saving £3.75bn), a fresh £31bn squeeze on government 

departments after 2014 and tax increases aimed at the better off, were unavoidable if 

Britain was to cut its borrowing. He sought to soften the blow by raising the tax-free per-

sonal allowance on income by £235 to £9,440.  

In a statement The National Landlords Association said they welcomed the 

Government’s recognition that Local Housing Allowance (LHA) should be 

uprated according to market conditions in high cost areas, but they are 

deeply concerned that it does not possess the information about rent levels 

needed to make the necessary assessments. 

Richard Lambert, Chief Executive, National Landlords Association, com-

mented: 

“The Chancellor’s announcement goes some way to recognising that 

housing costs differ widely throughout the UK, but it fails to reflect the 

increasing costs associated with the provision of high quality housing. 

“The NLA has long argued that Local Housing Allowance (LHA) rates 

must take into account the rising cost of providing housing. We are deeply 

concerned that the Government will not have sufficient information to en-

sure that tenants can access the type of housing they require, where it is 

needed. 

“Capping future increases to LHA rates to one per cent risks a decrease 

in real terms if inflation exceeds this level. This prospect alone could ren-

der private accommodation unaffordable for many tenants in receipt of 

housing benefit and will deter landlords from investing in much needed 

housing for those receiving support”. 
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Advertising is free to members 

GASTEC  
BOILER REPAIR 

CALL Dave Emberton  

(Member of Wrekin Landlords Assoc) 

 

FOR ALL YOUR GAS REPAIRS, 

SERVICES, BREAKDOWNS, SAFETY 

CHECKS , ANNUAL LANDLORDS 

CERTIFICATES ,INSTALLATIONS 

ETC. 

Corgi registered 

Tel: (01952) 257989 or 
(mobile on)  

07771 644463  

M.C. Services (uk) Ltd. 
 

Central Heating Repairs 

Installation of new boilers, Land-

lords Certification and servicing of 

gas and oil fired boilers etc. 

Tel/Fax Telford (01952) 248250 

Mobile 07860477358 

Plumbing and building  

maintenance work carried out.  

Fellow member of the WLA. 
Refer to our website:- 

mcsb.co.uk 

Vortex Cleaning  
  

   -  End of tenancy cleans  

   -  Carpet cleaning  

   -  Graffiti removal  

   -  Sanitizing/deodorizing  

   -  Wheelie bin cleaning  

  

Phone Ashley on  

01952 506519 

or 07805202578  
www.vortexcleaning.co.uk 

1 MAL went 2 MOW  
 *   Lawn Mowing  

 *   Lawn Edging  

 *   Hedge Cutting  

 *   Strimming  

 *   Patio Cleaning  

      NO JOB TOO SMALL  
Malcolm Newbold  

Byways  

Faulsgreen  

Whitchurch  

Shropshire  

SY13 2ASPhone:  01948 841458  
Mobile: 07948 428374E -Mail: malcolmnew-

bold7@gmail.com  

did all the checks and sorted rent, deposit etc, making life easier but at a cost. 

Whilst doing my first place I found another cheap property nearby,. The reason 

it was so cheap, was basically it needed gutting and a complete refurbishment. I  

put in a low offer and to my surprise it was accepted.. The Gas engineer I had 

used had a relative who was able to do a lot of the work on the second house and 

subsequently offered to rent it from me. We agreed terms and so house number 

two was being refurbished and I had a tenant in readiness for completion. 

That’s where I am now; one property already earning  and the second nearly 

complete to be tenanted in the New Year. Obviously I’m still learning and after 

my experiences there are still things I would do differently but it’s a learning 

curve and I’m always willing to listen to people’s ideas and adapt. Now I’ m  

looking for house number three and I will apply the things I have learnt from the 

other two. I had not planned initially to get two houses so quickly but it’s just 

how things worked out this year and so far all seems to be working well. My 

target for next year is to get two more places up and running and as I have a 

little more experience and knowledge I think it should be realistic. 

This experience has been totally different for me. My first year hasn’t been 

without frustrations but over all I’m very happy to be doing what I’m doing now.  

I don’t have the pressure or stress of meeting sales targets that I had in my old 

job and I don’t have anyone to answer to other than myself. I wish I had done 

this year’s ago and my advice to anyone considering it themselves would be to 

give it a go. It’s great to be doing something for yourself that you really enjoy 

doing. 

5  

STUBLEYS WAREHOUSE 
Large selection of Beds/Mattresses and household furniture 

Ideal for buy to let and group homes 

Bespoke service available if required i.e. Build any flat packed items/

unpack, remove rubbish and set up beds on site. 

All orders gratefully received - big or small.  

Please call in and see us at our shop :- 

CHURCH STREET, WELLINGTON, TF1 1DD 

VISIT www.stubleys.co.uk 

Tel: 01952 257610  

http://www.vortexcleaning.co.uk


 

LHA RATES for (Telford & Wrekin Area)  
Category   Max. Weekly    Max. Monthly 

 

 Shared Accommodation  £69.23            £300.00 

 1 Bedroom    £86.54   £375.01 

 2 Bedrooms               £107.31           £465.01  

 3 Bedrooms            £126.92  £549.99 

 4 Bedrooms            £167.31  £725.01 

 

The above are the maximum Local Housing Allowance rates used for calculating 
Local Housing Allowance.  The number of bedrooms is based on the tenantôs 
family make-up and age and not on the number of actual bedrooms in a 
property. For more information please visit the LHA pages at: 

www.telford.gov.uk/benefits   

or contact Telford and Wrekin Councilôs Customer Services on 01952 383838. 
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Housing Benefits have moved. 

 
Please take note that the Telford Housing Benefits office is still avail-
able on the usual numbers but the postal address is now as follows:- 

Telford and Wrekin Council, 

Addenbrooke House, 

Ironmasters Way, 

TELFORD, 

TF3 4NT. 
This building is located down the same road as The Park Inn but is on 
the other side of the road just opposite the Windsor Life building. 

You can still e mail them on :- 

benefit.service@telford.gov.uk  

15 
Home energy efficiency (Wales) 0800 3162815... Home Heat Helpline 0800 336699 

Energy Efficiency Partnership for Homes Visit-www.eeph.org.uk/privaterented 

Did you know? 
Venting not anger. 

As advised in previous issue the latest ruling with regard to Gas Flues in ‘voids’ 

inaccessible places, has created a problem for a few landlords. As always some-

one has come up with an inexpensive solution. A slim-line flue door, inspection 

hatch, fire-proof (1hr rated) Available through Gas-elec on 01895 422 987 or 

visit their website on www.gas-elec.com/hatches 

Japanese Knotweed  

This is a major problem if present in a garden. It has been said to be impossible 

to eradicate and can spread to neighbouring properties who may have claim 

over you for neglect. At the first sign of it use Glyphosate it may kill everything 

else around it but will be worth it.  

Window vents 

You can retro-fit air vents in your windows quite cheaply to help avoid mois-

ture, condensation etc and save on heating. Simply order the vents to suit, in 

colour as well, from www.double-glazing-parts-repairs.co.uk (Tel 0129252052) 

EnviroVent wins 'Letting Industry Oscar'  

EnviroVent has been recognised as an industry leader in the national Landlord 

& Letting Awards. The team from EnviroVent scooped the award for Specialist 

Supplier at a prestigious gala dinner presented by television celebrity and land-

lord Sofie Allsopp at Stoneleigh Park in Warwickshire. 

“Competition was particularly tough this year, however, the judges were really 

impressed with EnviroVent’s entry. It’s a fantastic achievement for EnviroVent 

to win the Specialist Supplier award and a real pleasure for us to be able to re-

ward their success.” said Oliver Romain, the Editor. 

Need an EPC ? 
Speedy delivery of your EPC ......Professional and personal service 

Liaise with agent/tenant, if  required ...WLA trusted supplier since 2008 

Contact: Hugh Sopwith 

Tel: 01952 433944 

Mob: 07890 088 760 

Itôs that simple! 

http://www.telford.gov.uk/benefits
mailto:benefit.service@telford.gov.uk


14 
Energy Efficiency Grants:- Energy Savings trust advice line 0800 512012 

www.energysavingtrust.org.uk..........Warmfront grants (England) 0800 3162805 

       24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT SERVICE 

 

Simon Bird  

Telfordõs Live Wire  

Domestic     *   Commercial  

Industrial  

Electrical Installations and Maintenance  

Part P building Regulations Approved 

Periodic Inspections and Testing 

Portable Appliance testing 

E-Mail: 

telfordlivewire@hotmail.co.uk 

Proud to work with Wrekin Landlords 

Telford 01952 401018 

Fax 01952 594496 mobile 07831 431005 
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The Kitchen Facelift Company    

  Kitchens upgraded  
or completely refurbished. 

  
  Re-vitalize a tired-looking kitchen with new doors and worktops  at a fraction 

of the cost of a complete new kitchen.  
      Full range of appliances and accessories also available.  Free survey and quotation.  

Jobs large or small. 
Call:    Martin Robinson on: 01694 722414 (W.L.A. Member). 

email:   kitchenfacelift@hotmail.com 

Wrekin landlords Conference? 
We held a Conference on October 9th, it was our first conference since we set 

up the Association back in the 90’s and I must say it was well attended and 

most informative. We had a number of new members join on the night and more 

since so I’m pleased to say that as a method  of  public awareness it seemed to 

have worked. It gave us an opportunity to present the £100 cheque to Garry 

Preston for the Birmingham Children’s Hospital. We were also able to, thanks 

to the generosity of O.K.Lets, who sponsored it, and Peter Stubley in the audi-

ence, raise £80 for the KIP Homeless Project in Wellington. Plus one of the 

new members won the £50 D.I.Y. Voucher (sponsored by Envirovent) in the 

Free Draw for attending.   

The speakers were diverse and entertaining and were well received by all.  

Possibly the most  eye opening presentation came from David Dixon who re-

lated how he had more than doubled his income on low rent flats by turning 

them into ’serviced apartments’. It certainly was a different approach and 

whilst it might not suit everyone it demonstrated that there are benefits to be 

had by non-traditional methods of conducting business, you just have to keep 

an open mind. In fact many of us may need to take the alternative approaches if 

we are to heed the warnings which were raised by Lee Higgins in his address 

regarding the future of Local Housing Allowance and the possible conse-

quences of the intended ‘Universal Credit’. We’ll keep you informed. 

mailto:kitchenfacelift@hotmail.com


Dimensions is a specialist provider of a wide range of services for people who 

experience autism and people with learning disabilities. A not-for-profit organi-

sation, they are a leader in their sector, supporting around 3000 people and their 

families throughout England and Wales. They are also a Registered Social Land-

lord (Housing Association) in their own right, with a stock of 300 properties  

countrywide  and house over 1000 people in their own and leased properties.  

They aim to increase housing choices available for the people they support and 

to work in partnership with the Private Landlords and Agents who can provide 

suitable properties to help widen the choice available to their tenants.  

Housing options 

There are two  teams within Dimensions involved in identifying and advertising 

on housing needs: 

(1) Support Advisors who meet with individuals and their families to identify  

support needs and housing requirements and encourage families to assist 

in the search for a suitable property to refer to the Housing Options Team 

if appropriate. 

(2) Housing Options Advisors can offer advice and/or support in setting up 

and arranging the let with the Landlord. This advice and support is tai-

lored to each  situation and the individual Landlords requirements. 

Benefits for Landlords 

The above results in: 

(a) Mainly long term lets 

(b) Guaranteed monthly rent 

(c) Houses will be managed and repaired  (if required) and any difficulties or 

damage at the property, regular inspections etc, will be managed 

(d) The tenants receive support (if required) to pay their household bills. 

Landlords required who: 

(a) Are willing to let to a Housing Association 

(b) Are responsible and will maintain the minimum property standards, keep 

their properties in good repair or let Dimensions do it (negotiable).. 

(c) Are willing to offer their property to people with a learning disability and 

claiming benefits. 

To find out more about the above, come along to the meeting January 15th 

Dimensions.  

8 Dimensions are sponsoring our January Meeting 13 

10th WLA ANNUAL DINNER   

 DON’T MISS IT. FRIDAY MAY 17th   
THE PARK INN (Radisson) ,  

FORGEGATE, TELFORD 
www.parkinn.co.uk/hotel-telford  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One person goes FREE in each paid up membership,   

additional Guest/Partner pays only £20.00 

Dinner includes:- 

 Choice of menus, three course meal, coffee, wine, 

 entertainment etc., (see opposite for menu) 

and FREE prize Draw. 

Demand is high, BOOK EARLY. 

To add to the atmosphere black tie is optional. 

Ring Pat now on 01952 727322 
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(Provisional) MENU FOR ANNUAL DINNER 
STARTERS 

Pea and mint Soup or  

Mozzarella, Tomato and Roquette Salad  with a Pesto Dressing (V) 

MAIN COURSE 

Chicken with all the trimmings 

Red Snapper with  Stir Fry Vegetables and Noodles 

Roast Topside of Beef with a Creamy Mushroom Sauce 

Goats Cheese Tartlet (V)  

DESSERTS 

Zesty Lemon Tart  

Profiteroles topped with a Chocolate Sauce 

 

1 Bottle of Red Wine & 1 of White. Complimentary to each Table. 

Freshly brewed Coffee/ Pots of Tea plus After Dinner Mints. 

  

 

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR TEN POUNDS NOW! 
TO: 

WREKIN LANDLORDS ASSOCIATION, CORNERHOUSE, 

57, Madelely High Street, TF7 5AT 

Just fill in the enclosed form and keep the top part as a receipt. 

 We are relying on your co-operation to cut down on our costs 

and thus avoid increasing membership fees. 

Many thanks! 

 

OR pay by direct banking into the:  Wrekin Landlords Association 

RBS Bank account    No 10021496          sort code 16-33-17 

Please use your membership number and name as a reference 

Your Annual renewal is now due.  
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HOME REPORTS 

Are you…Struggling to deal with your tenants deposit?  

      Afraid to give them their money back? 

            No evidence of damage they have caused? 
You need an independent representative who can provide a detailed  report on the  

condition of your property - Don’t skip this vital step in letting out your property, 

 remember its your house and investment after all... 

We carry out a detailed schedule of conditions of your property to save you the time and 

hassle… AND at competitive rates! 

If you have taken a deposit from your tenant and are unsure what to do...  

We can register it for you in the correct government scheme 

Make a Wise move by calling for more details               

Contact: Stacey Westbrook 

01952 272728 
DON’T DO ALL THE WORK YOURSELF! 



Dear Bernie 

Well done on the Conference. I found it informative, helpful and entertaining, I hope you will have 

more in the future. Thank you for all the hard work you all do on our behalf 

Regards Richard  

Dear Richard 

Yes we have had a lot of positive feedback from the conference so we feel it was well worth doing, 

although a lot of work, but it’s good to see it was appreciated. Keep coming to the meetings. 

Regards Bernie 

Dear Bernie 

I am a new member I joined at the Conference, I was well impressed. I have looked through the old 

news letters on line and I must say they are most informative. I noticed there was not a story in the 

Autumn issue, have you stopped doing them as I found them fascinating, perhaps that’s just me 

being nosey. I look forward to the coming year with anticipation.  

Many thanks. Paul 

Dear Paul 

Welcome to the Association, we are pleased you enjoyed your introductory experience and equally 

pleased you have taken the time to check out the old news letters. We haven’t stopped doing the life 

story feature, in fact we have an interesting one in this issue, (page 4) from a relative newcomer. I’m 

sure we would be pleased to hear your story one of these  days, don’t be shy, all are welcome to 

share with us.     

Regards  Bernie 

Members Say 
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Bates & Co  
Chartered Accountants 
Numerous  rental and property investor clients.  

TEL: 01743 462604 
10, Park Plaza, Battlefield Enterprise Park, SHREWSBURY, SY1 3AF 

E Mail:  enquiries@bates4business.co.uk 

BAILEYôS  PROPERTY SERVICE  
*Tenant ready service,                                        

*Kitchens and Bathroom fitting.  

*Wall and floor tiling  

*Painting & decorating  

* Laminate flooring  

Plumbing and Carpentry 

Call Kevin on:  

 01952 601863 or 0781460809 
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The High Life 

“It is better to have lived in a loft than never to have lived at all” 

No Kidding 

Rebecca says “My Nan took all the German names off her mobile phone . She thought it 

would make it ‘Hans free’”.  

Newspaper Headlines 

Statistics show Teenage Pregnancies drop off significantly after age 25.  

Tenants Say 

I want someone to look at my cooker. It has backfired and burned my knob off.   

A Pessimist says:  

Just my luck I won £1.7 million on the lottery. The week before it was £12 million , I’ve 

always been unlucky like that. 

A Optimist says. 

“I was so near to winning the lottery. The chap next door won it . 

Unwanted Visitor. 

If your house is repossessed, does it mean the ghosts have come back?. 

Bargain sign  says 

Fifty percent off or half price whichever is the greater..  

LAUGH IT OFF 

E-J Property Services 
Grass cutting, garden tidying, 

clean up after a tenant. 

.....0..... 

Wall patching, plastering and 

decorating. 

......0...... 

Carpet cleaning. 

Odd jobs done. Minimum fuss. 

Ring Ed on :   0783785 5173 

Or e mail on: 

 e-j-property-services@hotmail.com 

M.R. Bathrooms & Fires 
 

10B Park Street, Madeley, 
TELFORD, TF7 5LA 

 

FULL Range of plumbing & heating 
products: 

 
Boilers, radiators & Bathroom 

Suites 
 

Copper tube, fittings (inc TDC 
plastic adaptors) tools, showers, 

surrounds, taps, wastes etc. 
 

We also have a range of fires and 
fire surrounds available in our 

showroom. 
 

Tel:  01952 582007 


